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From the Dean 

 
"I buy a lot of diaries, fill them full of good intentions. 
Each and every New Year's Eve, I make myself a list 
All the things I'm gonna change, until January Second... 
So this time I'm making one promise. 
This will be my resolution: Every day is New Year's Day." 
 
Every year, around this time, I think of this song, penned by '90s Christian Contemporary Artist 
Carolyn Arends.  My sister was really into Carolyn Arends, so I recall hearing her music waft through 
our house when I was a teenager.  Her music is thoughtful, relevant, and understated - it has aged 
well in my memory. 
 
I've made many New Year's Resolutions in my lifetime, mainly having to do with the discipline of how 
I spend my time.  More practicing, more reading, more home cooking - less time in front of the TV, 
less time fretting over things I can't do much about... Regardless of how long our resolution practices 
actually last into the New Year, the promises we make to ourselves reveal our priorities.  It's 
interesting to me that some priorities repeat themselves year after year, while others come and go, 
reflecting the changing tides of my own life.  It would be an interesting study to keep track of my New 
Year's reflections through the years, and peek back at the list once in a while.  
 
I appreciate Ms. Arends' take on things - every day is New Year's Day.  There's nothing that says you 
can't make a perfectly good change in your system on June 13.  After all, there's never a bad time to 
implement a purposeful steer in a slightly or drastically different direction.  The calendar provides a 
convenient division of time with the official changing of the year, but other than that.... every day is 
New Year's Day, when it comes to making the brave choice to live better, somehow. 
 
And I like that - that we're not bound to a single time of year to improve ourselves.  That means the 
possibilities are endless, which means there's hope for all of us. 
 
Speaking of hope - Village Pres is undergoing some sanctuary ceiling repairs this month, and so I'm 
afraid we must cancel the January open console and pot luck that had been scheduled for our January 
meeting.  I understand that many are anxious to get their hands on this fine new instrument, and we 
will reschedule for another time.  Alternately, you're all welcome to contact Village's organist; she'd be 
most happy to arrange some playing time for you.  I hear she's pretty reasonable. 
 
 

 

BOMBARDE! 
 
 
 

January 2019 
 

 

 

Newsletter of the Greater Kansas City Chapter – 
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 



2 | P a g e  
Soli Deo Gloria! 

See you all in Lawrence in February!  I pray you've had wonderful Advent and Christmas seasons. 
 
Sincerely, 
Elisa~ 
 
PS - at this time last year, the calendar turned and revealed that we were BUT SIX months away from 
hosting our National Convention! I am grateful for that time, and grateful that that time is not now 😃 
 
 
"The Nascient Organist" 
  
As we explore ways to reach out to our youngsters and introduce them to the "King of Instruments", I 
thought a regular "column" in Bombarde could serve as a catalyst for identifying kids that would be 
good candidates.  Some people just need a little prompting.  Take Jan Kraybill.  At one of her recent 
organ demos up at the Spire, Jan shared with us her story about becoming an organist.  She was very 
happy (and accomplished) as a fourteen-year-old pianist when someone suggested that she try 
playing the organ.  She wasn't particularly interested but because the invitation had been extended, 
she figured she had nothing to lose by checking it out.  We all know where THAT led!  So, keep your 
eyes and ears peeled as daily you move amongst the children in your musical communities.  If you 
happen upon someone with potential, do put them in touch with me, or vice versa.  
 
--Stephanie Henry (Chair, Youth) 
 
 
Save these Dates: Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, February 3, 2019, at 2:30pm - Community of Christ Auditorium, 1001 W Walnut St, 
Independence, MO 64050 - Super Bowl Sunday Organ Concert XX: “On the Shoulders of Giants.”  
Jan Kraybill will present her 20th annual Super Bowl Concert, honoring many of the inspirational 
people who have influenced music in this historic venue.  If (when!) the Chiefs make it to the Super 
Bowl, she will play a piece in their honor too — an offer she’s made every year for two decades — 
perhaps the 20th time will be the charm!  Free admission, free parking, 5800 seats available. 	
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Next Month’s Gathering 

 
Our next chapter gathering will be held in February.   

Below are the details for our next gathering.   

 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2019 

 
7:30 pm 

 
Laudate Ringers Concert and 

Creative Use of Hand Bells 
in Worship 

 
First United Methodist Church 

946 Vermont Street 
Lawrence, KS 
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Substitutes Available for You 
  
Substitutes listed are members of the local organ guild. The people who hold AGO certificates have 
passed requirements of the National American Guild of Organists for various levels of service playing 
and choral conducting. However, the GKCAGO is not an endorsement agency for service provided by 
the persons listed here. To learn proficiency of substitutes, feel free to ask them for references. 
Feedback regarding the hiring of GKCAGO substitutes is welcome and encouraged. Please send 
feedback to John Schaefer canonjohn40@gmail.com. 
 
These substitutes have passed various levels of AGO certification requirements: 
 
Mary Bronaugh Davis, MA, CAGO 
org 
 

(816) 436-1419  
(c) (816) 456-0343 

Nancy Custead, CAGO, B.S. Music Ed 
org, piano 

(816) 590-9414 
nancustead@gmail.com  
 

Barbara Eichenberger, BM, CAGO 
org, piano  

(816) 803-2516 
musicaltouch36@gmail.com 
 

Stephen Kucera, CAGO, BM 
org, piano, lit 
 

(913) 568-3873 
skkansas@gmail.com 
 

Linda Mann, BME, SPC 
org, piano (Weddings/Funerals only) 
 

(816) 353-4826  
(c) (816) 289-9760 

Marjorie O’Konski, MM, MME, SPC 
org, piano 

(785) 766-2545 
mjokonski@hotmail.com  
 

John Pitchford, MM, SPC 
org 
 

(913) 663-3768 
johnpitchford@kc.rr.com 
 

John Schaefer, AAGO, ChM 
org, dir, lit 

(816) 520-2084 

Claudette Schiratti, MM AAGO 
org, dir, lit 
 

(c) (913) 530-0960  
cschiratti1@gmail.com 
 

Jerrold Tidwell, BM, MM, CAGO 
org, piano, dir, lit 

(c) (301) 714-8030 
jerrold.tidwell@gmail.com 
 

SPC = service playing certificate | CAGO = Colleague certification | AAGO = Associate certification | FAGO = 
Fellow certification org = organist | lit = liturgical worship | dir = choral director | piano = pianist 
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The following have various degrees in organ or church music at the college or 
postgraduate level: 
 
Joyce Berg, MM 
org 

(816) 741-7388  
joyberg74@gmail.com 
 

John Deahl, MM 
org, dir, lit, bass soloist 

(785) 250-4141 
johnldeahl@gmail.com 
 

Stephanie Henry, DMA Choral Music 
org, piano, dir. 

(816) 678-6372 
shenry24@kc.rr.com 
 

Sharon Hettinger, DMA  
org, lit, dir, handbell 

(785) 842-2053 
slhett.sunflower.2016@gmail.com  
 

Ronald Krebs, BM, MM  
org, lit 

(785) 843-2622 
rkrebs@reuterorgan.com 
 

Sarah Lyons, DMA  
org, piano, lit, dir 

(309) 333-8745  
Sarah.orr.lyons@gmail.com 
 

MacKenzie Reed, MFA, BM 
org, piano, lit 

ivoryfistrule@gmail.com 
 
 

Ann Marie Rigler, DMA  
org, lit 

(816) 415-3792 
(816) 415-7533 
 

Nancy Stankiewicz, BA 
org, lit 

(913) 642-8642 
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The following also offer their services: 
 
Boyd Ahrens 
org, lit 

(816) 453-8406 
boydlee@aol.com 
 

Betty Bauer 
org, lit 
 

(913) 814-9021 
hababab@earthlink.net 
 

Doris Daniels  
org, lit 
 

(816) 431-3244 

Phillip Grubbs 
org 

(816) 721-2325 
pgrubbs@embassylandscape.com 
 

Edward Poston – KU student 
org 
 

edward.rposton@gmail.com 
 

Marilyn VanderLinden 
org, lit 
 

(816) 665-4441 

Margaret Werth 
Org 
 

(785) 478-0256 

org = organist | lit = liturgical worship | dir = choral director | piano = pianist 
 

The absolute deadline for submissions to the Bombarde editor is the 20th of each month. Please email 
your information to bombarde@kcago.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


